" My aim," he says, in the preface to Part I, " has been to produce a treatise on female diseases, so true, simple, and practical, that it may form a safe and efficient guide to the elucidation and curative treatment of many at least of these intricate, rapidly progressing, and dangerous maladies."
Such was his purpose; it is no more than justice to say that he has fully performed it. The book is, what its author strove to make it, essentially a practical treatise; a simple, truthful record of the results of twenty years' experience. To the young practitioner it will be invaluable, since it supplies for the first time a want which he must long have felt, while those who have had most experience will yet find something to learn, much to commend in a book which shows so much patient observation, practical skill, and sound sense. But our praises may seem to require some justification ; the best we can offer will be given by as complete an analysis of the work, as our limits will allow. The present volume treats almost exclusively of the diseases of the unimpregnated state; those incidental to pregnancy and childbed are announced as the subject of a second. Dr. Ashwell has not, however, confined himself quite strictly to this arrangement, having introduced a notice of one or two morbid conditions which derive their chief impor- Five months ago she first discovered that during the flow of the catamenia there were discharges of water, which ceased when the period was over.
Soon however, they appeared in the interval, and for the last eight or ten weeks she has never been free from watery discharges, except during the night. On no occasion has it been tinged with blood, and a careful examination shows that the secretion is limpid, very thin, entirely colourless, and free from odour. Nine or ten napkins, sometimes more, are soaked through in the twenty-four hours. Her aspect is unhealthy, her colour gone, and she is losing flesh; the pulse is quicker than natural, but the appetite has not much failed, nor are the bowels constipated; the urine is scanty, not high coloured, and there is increasing weakness.
? [April, "The cervix uteri, indeed the whole organ as well as the vagina, is healthy, not enlarged, nor at all tender; but having the feel of parts constantly under discharge. Alum and catechu are taken internally, and the strong alum hip-bath is used every dav, with a generous diet. These means improved the health, and as, during the night, the discharge ceased, the patient was directed to keep her bed, and steadily to persevere with the remedies. At the expiration of a fortnight the catamenia returned, and during the four or five days they continued to flow, there was watery discharge only for two hours. The measures formerly adopted were then resumed, and there was no return of the serous secretion. When I last heard of this young lady, she had discontinued the use of medicine, and was attending to her usual duties." (p. 508-14.) A condition of more frequent occurrence than hydrometra of the unimpregnated womb, and consequently of greater practical moment is one first described by Dr 
